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Bullock's friends, if he has any, & whether or not he has I don't know, ought to now be for you. Now don't forget the matter of your first visit.                           [F A HILDRETH]
From J. E. Field to General Butler
PRIVATE    Senate Chamber. BOSTON, April 18th, 1865
MY DEAB GENERAL: Your letter by Col. Kinsman was handed me yesterday. A conference with Col. Bullock and Mr. Wentworth was immediately had. It was then supposed that a committee consisting of five on the part of the Senate and ten on the part of the house, together with the presiding officers of the two branches, would be designated to attend the funeral of President Lincoln; it was arranged that I should go, and with the committee call upon President Johnson and represent the views of Massachusetts in relation to the selection of a cabinet officer. The legislature in its wisdom did not see fit to authorize such a committee, and therefore that matter fell through. The legislature adjourned until Thursday. In the meantime I send you the enclosed letter; your own good sense will dictate the disposition to be made of it. I feel very earnest in the matter, and would do anything in my power to further your wishes. Please write me fully. Bullock and Wentworth will aid also. Do not hesitate to call upon me to any extent.
I do not know how Dixon of Conn, may feel with reference to a Cabinet officer, that state has always a nutmeg to grate. I t.Tiink he has the confidence of Johnson. I do not write him directly, but enclose a letter for him to you. You will of course judge, being on the spot, of the expediency of sending it to him. Unless he has other views, he would do a great deal to serve me.
Hoping soon to hear from you, I am with high respect, your obedient servant,
From General Birney to General Butler
Head Quarters, Separate Ihmsion, WILSON'S LANDING,
JAMBS Rivm, Aprd 19th, 1865
GENERAL: I have sent up informally an application to be relieved from duty in the Department of Virginia, and to be ordered to report to Washington for new assignment. Any aid that you may be able to give me in this will be appreciated as a great favor.